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 Spring 2020–New History of Art course: Art, Ecology, & 

Asia 

The End of the World? 

The Extinction of the human species—the entire Web of Life? 

Bring together study of the arts of Asia, Ecology, and History—be part of the Ecocritical 

Humanities!   

Enroll now in HA38 for the Spring 2020 semester. 

 

Professor Greg Levine 
HA 38 | CCN: 32573 

Lectures: Tuesday, Thursday: 9:30-11:00am 

Discussion Sections: Tuesday, 3, 4, 5pm 

 

Open to all students in the humanities, interdisciplinary study, biological and planetary sciences, 

engineering, etc. No previous art history preparation is necessary.  

 

 

 Spring 2020: Apply for Psych 148, Developmental Seminar 

Psychological Research on Children of Immigrant Families 

Th 2-5pm 

VLSB 2030 

Professor: Qing Zhou 

https://forms.gle/SrFBW6xtdtepaUYo8 

https://arthistory.berkeley.edu/courses/art-ecology-and-asia-ecohumanities-and-or-against-the-climate-crisis/
https://forms.gle/SrFBW6xtdtepaUYo8
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 Spring 2020: Art of Writing Courses 

SPRING 2020 ART of WRITING COURSES 

Enrollment Now Open for Undergraduates 

 

Art of Writing courses teach UC Berkeley undergraduates to write clearly and eloquently in a 

variety of forms. These intimate courses develop advanced skills in close reading and artful 

writing, and provide students with intensive feedback on their work. Enrollment in Spring 2020 

courses listed below is now open. 

 

Comparative Literature 190 

Tues Thurs | 9:30-11 am 

Timothy Hampton & Kathryn Crim 

Writing About Words and Music 

Class Number 18544 

https://classes.berkeley.edu/content/2020-spring-comlit-190-001-lec-001 

 

College Writing 175 

Tues Thurs | 2-3:30 pm 

Michael Larkin & Ryan Sloan 

Players, Spectators, and Fanatics: Writing on the Cultures of Sports 

Class Number 30357 

https://classes.berkeley.edu/content/2020-spring-colwrit-175-001-sem-001 

 

English 166 

Mon Weds | 12-1 pm 

Susan Schweik, Max Stevenson, & Tara Phillips 

Grant Writing, Food Writing, Food Justice 

Class Number 30379 

https://classes.berkeley.edu/content/2020-spring-english-166-006-lec-006 

 

Integrative Biology 101 

Tues Thurs | 2-3:30 pm 

Paul Fine 

Introduction to Scientific Writing 

Class Number 23072 

https://classes.berkeley.edu/content/2020-spring-integbi-101-001-sem-001 

 

Environmental Science, Policy & Management 150 

Tues | 1-4 pm 

Seth Holmes & Levi Vonk 

Social Inequality and the Body: Health, Difference, and Inequality in the Social and Natural 

Environment 

Class Number: 26478 

https://classes.berkeley.edu/content/2020-spring-espm-150-003-lec-003 

 

https://classes.berkeley.edu/content/2020-spring-comlit-190-001-lec-001
https://classes.berkeley.edu/content/2020-spring-colwrit-175-001-sem-001
https://classes.berkeley.edu/content/2020-spring-english-166-006-lec-006
https://classes.berkeley.edu/content/2020-spring-integbi-101-001-sem-001
https://classes.berkeley.edu/content/2020-spring-espm-150-003-lec-003


Course Opportunities: Week of December 9, 2019 

 

 

Rhetoric 189 | English 165 

Weds | 3-6 pm 

Linda Kinstler & Ismail Muhammad 

On Lies, Lying, and Liars: A Reading- and Writing-Intensive Investigation 

Class Number:  

Rhetoric: 24323 

English: 22742 

 

 Spring 2020: UGBA 127.1 

UGBA 127.1: Special Topics in Accounting: Financial Reporting and Decision Making for 

Real Life Success. This is a brand new course and enrollment into this class is available 

exclusively to non-Haas majors including graduate and PhD students (see attached course fliers 

for both undergraduates and graduate students). For questions about this course, please contact 

the instructor,  Professor Yaniv Konchitchki at yaniv@haas.berkeley.edu   

 
 

mailto:yaniv@haas.berkeley.edu
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 Spring 2020: UGBA 192T.2 

UGBA 192T.2: Special Topics in Corporate Social Responsibility: Edible Education  
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 Spring 2020: Music 128 – Now’s The Time 

The Music Department is offering the Spring 2020 course Music 128: Now's the Time: How, 

When, and Why We Improvise. Music majors and non-majors are both welcome. 

 

Music 128: Now’s The Time (How, When, and Why We Improvise) 

MW 10:30-11:59am 

Prof. Myra Melford + Guest Presenters 

mmelford@berkeley.edu 

 

Why do we improvise? When do we improvise? How do we improvise? What kinds of skills 

does it take to improvise? How might consciously cultivating the skills of an improviser be 

useful to us regardless of what field we may pursue? 

 

In this course, we will study the complex and often mysterious phenomenon of improvisation as 

it applies to creative jazz and other improvised musics, as well as more diverse fields of study 

and to our daily lives. 

 

Music majors and non-majors welcome. 

 

 Spring 2020: Public Policy 189 – Social Science and Crime 

Prevention 

Are you interested in how social science can inform justice policy?  Professor Skeem’s “Social 

Science and Crime Prevention” is offered next Spring on Tuesdays from 12-2—and can fulfill a 

Psychology major requirement (Tier III Elective).  Please consider registering. 

 

In this interdisciplinary course students examine the relationships among social science, law, and 

crime prevention policy. Emphasis is placed on how psychological science (clinical, 

developmental, and social) can inform decisions about individuals at high risk for repeated 

involvement in the juvenile and criminal justice systems. Topics of focus include risk 

assessment, adolescent development and juvenile justice, and 

prevention/intervention/correctional psychology. Students will have an opportunity to master a 

specific problem area. Broadly, goals are for students to a) become comfortable in translating 

crime prevention problems into social scientific questions, and b) specifically understand how 

research findings can inform law and policy. 

 

3 Units 

Tuesday 12 PM – 1:59 PM 

Location: GSPP 250 

Class # 30079 

Also offered as Social Welfare C181 

 

 

 

mailto:mmelford@berkeley.edu
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 Spring 2020: Spanish 142 : Spanish-American Fiction in 

English Translation 

Prof. Estelle Tarica | 4 units | MWF, 3-4pm | CN: 32672  
This course will be devoted to reading and analysis of modern and contemporary fiction by 

Spanish-American authors. We will read novels by Alejandro Zambra, Roberto Bolaño, Horacio 

Castellanos Moya, Rodrigo Rey Rosa, Yuri Herrera, Valeria Luiselli and Julián Herbert. We will 

approach these works as windows onto the past and present of the region and discuss themes of 

memory, human rights, national and ethnic identities, globalization, and the pathways of political 

change. The course will explore the diverse practices of reading and critical analysis that these 

literary works may demand. Secondary readings will provide historical, literary-historical and 

political context and will be an important part of our discussion. These readings will also help us 

hone in on a key question that has been central to the tradition of Spanish-American literary 

critique: how do fictional texts dialogue with other kinds of texts, literary and non-literary? 

 

The course will be conducted in English and all readings will be provided in English. Students 

wishing to take this class to fulfill course requirements for the Spanish Major or Minor will be 

expected to read all primary sources in the original Spanish and to complete all written work 

(homework, papers, exam) in Spanish. 

 

 Spring 2020: Arch 259 – Robotic Fabrication 

Prof. Simon Schleicher | 3 units | MW, 10:30-11:59 am | CN: 32807  
 

 
 

The emergence of robotics in creative sectors has sparked an entirely new movement of 

collective making that is inextricably open and future-oriented. Challenged by increasingly 

complex technological and environmental problems, architects, designers, and engineers are 

seeking novel practices of collaboration that go far beyond traditional disciplinary boundaries. 

This collective approach to working with robots is not only revolutionizing how things are 

designed and made, but is fundamentally transforming the culture, politics, and economics of the 
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creative industries as a whole. Unlike most other CNC devices, today’s robotic arms are not 

restricted to any particular application but can readily be customized and programmed to suit a 

wide range of specific intentions, both at the material and conceptual level. This versatility has 

shifted the perception of robots as mechanistic, utilitarian devices suited to standard serial 

production, toward understanding them as creative tools for exploring, designing, and realizing 

physical objects and the built environment. The goal of this class is to investigate the unique 

possibilities of robotic manufacturing and combining it with emerging technologies such as 

AR/VR, 3D scanning, and data-driven 3D printing for the development of new and creative 

building processes. Working together as one team, the students in the class are given the task to 

envision a novel workflow for smart fabrication and human-robot interaction that could 

fundamentally change how we are going to produce, assemble, and operate our built 

environment in the future. This class is open to graduate students from the fields of architecture, 

electrical engineering, and computer science. Prior experience in robot programming, AR/VR, 

3D printing, 3D scanning, and design programs such as Rhinoceros and Grasshopper would be 

beneficial. 

 

 Spring 2020: DESINV 190 – Technology Design Foundations  

Profs. Vivek Rao, Adam Patrick Hutz | 3 units | F, 10:00-11:59 am | CN: 32663  
  

This course is a fast-paced introduction to a suite of foundational design, prototyping, 

communication, and technical skills that are essential to a successful career within the design of 

emerging technologies. It introduces students to design thinking and the basic practices of 

interaction design. It follows a human-centered design process that includes research, concept 

generation, prototyping, and refinement. Students will become familiar with design 

methodologies such as sketching, storyboarding, wireframing, prototyping, etc. It also develops 

fluency across a range of core technologies and how to operationalize them within a design 

context. Students must work effectively as individuals and in small teams to design a range of 

interactive experiences using various technologies. 

 

 Spring 2020: Dev Eng 290 – Innovation in Disaster Response 

 

In this class, students will leverage technology toolkits (e.g. machine learning, IoT, AR/VR) to 

work on challenges related to Disaster Response. Students will learn methods from design and 

systems thinking to create a technology-based intervention that addresses specific needs 

identified by problem partners (including Google.org and the World Bank). Interventions will be 

designed for specific use cases, tested and presented to a committee of external stakeholders for 

feedback at the end of the course. All disciplinary backgrounds welcome - no technical 

experience is required! 
 

Information sessions: 

 Monday Nov 25, 4 pm, Blum Hall B100 

 Thursday Dec 5, 4 pm, Blum Hall 330 
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 Wednesday Dec 11, 3 pm Blum Hall 330 

Course details and application link:  

DevEng 290: Innovation in Disaster Response 

Class # 27940 

Friday 1-4pm 

 

Apply here: bit.ly/idr-blum 

 

Have questions? Reach out to Rachel Dzombak (dzombak@berkeley.edu) 

 
 

http://bit.ly/idr-blum
mailto:dzombak@berkeley.edu
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 Spring 2020: Geography 167AC-Migration, Border 

Geographies, Decolonial Movements 

Berkeley Geography is offering a timely new course for spring 2020 that also happens to satisfy 

AC requirements for L&S. Non-majors are welcome.  

 

 Spring 2020: American Studies 10 – “Frontiers” in 

American History and Culture 

This course satisfies the Historical Studies AND the Social and Behavioral Sciences L&S 

breadth requirements. 
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TTh 9:30-11:00 am -  141 McCone; plus one one-hour discussion section per week 

Instructors: C. Palmer/M. Brilliant 

Class # 18860 - 4 units 

 

Few, if any, concepts in American history and culture resonate more powerfully and reverberate 

more persistently than the “frontier.” This course will explore multiple manifestations of the 

frontier in United States history and culture, from the nineteenth century western frontier, to the 

early twentieth century overseas frontier associated with U.S. expansion abroad, to the mid-

twentieth century’s “crabgrass” (or, suburban), “atomic,” and “final” (space) frontiers, to the late 

twentieth century’s “digital” / “electronic” frontier.  Each of these frontiers will serve as a lens 

through which we will introduce students to the concepts and methods of American Studies. 
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 Spring 2020: Jewish Studies 121B – Arts & Culture of Israel  
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 Spring 2020: UGBA 167 – Marketing Analytics 
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 Spring 2020: UGBA 192T-5 – Impact Startup Disco 
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 Spring 2020: UGBA 192T.6 – Financial Tools for Social 

Impact 
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 Spring 2020: L&S Big Idea Courses – Sense and Sensibility 

and Science 

Students have to fill out a form to apply, but the professors are looking for a diverse group 

so even freshmen in the humanities (for instance) have a good shot at getting in. The course 

is listed as L&S 22, and it fulfills PV, PS or SBS breadth. Details are here. 

 

Letters and Science 22 (class number 30578) 

Professors: Saul Perlmutter (Physics), John Campbell (Philosophy), Alison Gopnik (Psychology) 

MW 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

150 Goldman School of Public Policy 

4 Units 

Breadth: Philosophy and Values, Physical Science, Social and Behavioral Sciences 

 

 

We’re facing a world that seems to struggle with rational democratic decision making. How can 

we take into account our values, fears, and aspirations while also grappling with and evaluating 

facts about our world? We make decisions as individuals, as groups, and as a society; we find 

this challenge everywhere we turn. Over the centuries, science has developed open-minded yet 

rigorous ways of thinking about the world that can help us address this universal and pressing 

concern. This course explores and directly engages with some of the most useful tools of 

scientific-style critical thinking, such as communicating and working with uncertainty or making 

group decisions that factor in both values and evidence. Sense and Sensibility and Science is a 

course for anyone who wants to learn about how we can use scientific-style critical thinking to 

deliberate better together in any situation - and, ideally, help each other build a better world. 

 

Co-taught by faculty from Physics (Saul Perlmutter), Philosophy (John Campbell), and 

Psychology (Alison Gopnik), L&S 22 satisfies the Philosophy and Values, Physical Science, or 

Social and Behavioral Sciences breadth requirement in the College of Letters & Science. We are 

seeking a balance of students from the humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences. For 

those who are interested, we will also be considering offering one discussion section that relates 

scientific-style critical thinking to the practice of data science. 

 

 

https://bigideascourses.berkeley.edu/course-detail.php?identity=BIC073
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 Spring 2020: The Road 2 Resiliency  

 
 

 

 Spring 2020: Italian 170- Italian Films of the Diaspora 

 
Italian 170: Crisis, Comedy, Identity: Italian Films of the Diaspora 

#23575 

TuTh 2-3:30 + screening section, Tu 6-9pm 

Laura Ruberto, visiting professor 

4 units 

https://classes.berkeley.edu/content/2020-spring-italian-170-001-lec-001
https://classes.berkeley.edu/content/2020-spring-italian-170-001-lec-001
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L&S breadth: Arts & Literature 

 

This course takes a look at some of the dramatic, ironic, and comedic films about Italian ethnic 

identity. Studying films from the silent era to the present, we will consider how filmmakers 

represent an Italian identity outside of Italy. Our approach to these films will be on the interplay 

between cinematic style/formal structure and narrative/representation. Our study will mostly 

focus on examples from Italy and the United States (given the wealth of examples from those 

two national cinematic traditions) but we will also consider film from other parts of the Italian 

diaspora (e.g., Argentina, Switzerland). Films we will consider include: The Black Hand, 

Emigrantes, Rocco and His Brothers, Wild is the Wind, A View from the Bridge, Mafioso, The 

Godfather, Bread and Chocolate, True Love, Big Night, Mean Streets, Goodfellas, My Cousin 

Vinny, Do the Right Thing, Lamerica, Nuovomondo (Golden Door), My Name is Tanino, and The 

True Legend of Tony Vilar. 

 

No prerequisites; taught in English with readings in English. 
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 Spring 2020: Classics 35- Greek Tragedy 

The department of Classics is pleased to announce, Professor Dylan Sailor has added Classics 

35, Greek Tragedy, to our lower division course offerings this year. This course meets the L&S 

Breadth Requirement in Arts & Literature.  

 

In this class we will read and seek to understand some powerful and absorbing tragic plays by 

the ancient Greek dramatists Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides. By way of background, we 

will deal with matters of social and historical context, of performance context and of dramaturgy, 

and of the history of tragic performance. In our discussions in class, we will try to reach 

interpretations of the plays and to confront questions they raise, including questions about the 

nature of political community, about gender, about justice, about family, about the gods and fate, 

about communication, about violence and vengeance, and about the situation of human beings in 

the universe. The plays we will read are gripping, unsettling, challenging, moving, and will leave 

you thinking about them long after you have finished reading them. 

 

As we go along, we will look both to come to know each of these dramas on its own terms and to 

try to understand what interest and value tragedy, as a genre of performance, held for audiences 

in the ancient Greek world; as part of that effort, at the end of the semester we will also read two 

very different and very influential Greek reactions to tragedy, one a comic play by Aristophanes 

called the Frogs, the other the treatise of Aristotle entitled the Poetics. 

 

In addition to participation in class discussion, the overall grade will be based on an in-class 

midterm, an in-class final, three short (350-500 word) response papers based on pre-circulated 

reading questions, and a somewhat larger (1400-2000 word) final essay. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.classics.berkeley.edu/courses/spring-2020/classic-35
http://www.classics.berkeley.edu/courses/spring-2020/classic-35

